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similar in general characteristics, but where the details
r vary somewhat. Here, again, a boy is hampered with
special disability in reading most difficult to account for
on the basis of such tests as seem to have a relationship to
the factors in reading.

Harold N., eleven years old, we learned to know quite
well through his having remained for a long period await-
ing adjustment of difficult family conditions. We were
asked to see this boy because he was found to be exceed-
ingly retarded in school. He has been repeatedly studied
at intervals during two years.

He is a big, strong, well nourished lad, very pleasant,
responsive, and eager to cooperate. He has never been a
delinquent and now presents only, as far as we are con-
cerned, an exceedingly interesting educational problem.
Later the vocational aspects of his case will have to be
considered. He makes a very favorable impression upon
one; he talks well; is fairly well informed, considering
his age and advantages; evidently remembers what he
hears and sees; is anxious to acquire an education, and
shows in general a very normal, boyish attitude toward
the world.

In spite of this, Harold has been an out-and-out school
failure. When originally seen he could not read a first-
grade passage. He recognized only a few very simple
words, such as "am" and "boy." As for writing words
from dictation, we soon discovered the boy became greatly
confused, though he made every effort to succeed. He
volunteered to write "man", making it "nam", and the
word "and", writing it "anj", but he wrote correctly the
words "run" and " can." These four words composed his
entire writing vocabulary, and these had been acquired,
as he himself acknowledged, because his teacher had made
him write them hundreds of times. A few days later the
alphabet was written for him, a;nd he was asked to write